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SUNSHINE LICHAUCO DE LEON
shares tidbits on Asia's hottest
art fair.

If you love contemporary art but never seem to find
the time to wander through the many art galleries
of the world’s major cities, then a visit to the annual
Hong Kong International Art Fair (ART HK) is a
dream come true,

With a record of 63,000 art lovers, collectors,
gallery directors, artists, critics, and curators—from
Asia, Europe, and the USA—coming to view works
brought in from 260 galleries from 38 countries,
ART HK 12 has secured its place as Asia’s leading
contemporary art fair.

By bringing together the world’s most prestigious
galleries and emerging artists, this five-day event
offers art works of unparalleled diversity and an
incredible opportunity for artists and art lovers to
network. Having just finished its fourth year, ART HK
12 was recently purchased by the Swiss MCH Group,
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owners of the world-famous Art Basel Miami Beach.

Last year, ART HK 11 was held on two floors of the
enormous Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre and was organized into three sections. The
Galleries section showcased the “name brands”
of the art world; Art Futures consisted of 45 of
the world’s best new galleries and showcased the
work of emerging artists under the age of 35; and
Asia One was dedicated to solo presentations by
Asian galleries, from Turkey and the Middle East to
Australia and Southeast Asia.

In particular, this fair is unique as it provides access
to a wide array of Asian art, and 17 Filipino artists,
represented by five different galleries, were among
those forming a bridge to a wider world.

Milan- and Beijing-based Italian art gallery
Primo Marella devoted their space solely to Ronald
Ventura'’s painting, sculptures, and installations,
whereas Korea's Arario Gallery dedicated one corner
to the work of Geraldine Javier. Hong Kong's Osage
Gallery has been trying to strengthen understanding
of Filipino art in Hong Kong, and decided to show
the tl.':}rl&nf Alvin Zafra, Poklong Anading, and Louie
Cordero at its booth.

David Chan, director of Osage Gallery, has noticed
an important change in the mindset of collectors,
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